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Developing a Thesis Sentence

Good answers to essay questions depend in part upon clear
understanding of the meanings of important directive words. These are
the words, which indicate the way the material is to be presented. While
background knowledge of the subject matter is essential, mere evidence
of this knowledge is not enough. For example, if you only describe when
asked to compare, or if you merely list causes when you have been asked
to evaluate them, the results will be less than satisfactory. An essay only
begins to be correct if it answers directly the question that is asked. You
must be familiar with the meaning of the following command words.

1. Assess: judge the value or character of something: appraise,
evaluate.

2. Compare: examine for the purpose of noting similarities and
differences.

3. Contrast: Compare in order to show unlikeness or points of

difference.

4. Criticize: make judgments as to merits and faults; criticism
may approve or disapprove, or both.

5. Define: give the meaning of a word, phrase, or concept;
determine or fix the boundaries or extent of a

situation.
6. Describe: give an account of; tell about; give a word picture
of events.
7. Discuss: talk over; write about; consider or examine by

argument or from various points of view; debate;
present the different side of a circumstance.

8. Enumerate: mention or list separately; name one after

another.

9. Evaluate: state the good points and the bad points;
appraise; give an opinion regarding the value of;
discuss the advantages and the disadvantages.

10. Explain: make clear or plain; make known in detail; tell the

meaning of; make clear the cause or reason of.

11. lllustrate: make clear or intelligible as by example.



12. Interpret: explain the meaning of; present your thinking
about something.
13. Justify: Show good reasons for; present your evidence,

offer facts to support your position.
14. Prove: establish the truth or genuineness of something by giving factual
evidence or logical reasons.

15. Summarize: state or express in concise form; give the main
points briefly.
16. Trace: follow the course of; give a description of the
progress of; ascertain by investigation.



A.P. United States History

Scoring Rubric for Essays

Scale: 1 - 9 for all essays including the Document Based Question (DBQ)

8-9:

Contains a clear, well-developed thesis.

Supports thesis with substantial, relevant information.
Understands complexity of question; deals with question in depth.
Effective analysis.

May contain minor errors.

5 - 7: Contains a clear thesis with limited development.

Supports thesis with some relevant information.

Limited understanding of complexity; may deal with only one aspect of
question in depth, or with all in a general fashion.

Limited analysis, mostly describes.

May contain errors that do not detract from overall argument.

Lacks a thesis, or thesis may be confused or underdeveloped.
Lacks supporting information, or info is minimal or not accurate.
Ignores complexity, may deal with only one aspect of question or all
superficially.

No analysis.

May contain major errors.

0 - 1: Incomplete response.

May simply paraphrase or restate the question with no discussion.
Limited or no understanding of the question.

General grade equivalent:

01O N0 O

= A 4 = C-
= A 3 = D+
= B+ 2 = D
= B 1 = F
= Cc+ 0o = F



Ten Suggestions for Better A.P. Essays

1. Be certain that you understand the question and you attempt to answer it as
best you can. Underline the command words. If there is more than one part to
the question, be sure to address each.

2. Use facts to support your thesis, arguments, and generalizations. Make as
specific a reference as possible, no matter how general the question is. Load
your essay with facts. You can never put too many in a good essay. Three to
five facts per paragraph is a good rule of thumb.

3. Have a thesis that answers the question in the introduction. A good thesis
should attempt to tell why, explain, or somehow account for the reasons a
particular set of circumstances occurred. All facts should reinforce the thesis.
4. Use standard organization with an introduction, body, and conclusion. A.P.
essays in the highest category will often run six or more complete paragraphs
(six or more sentences) with five or more facts in each paragraph.

5. Use good English grammar.

6. Use the past tense consistently.

7. Avoid first or second person pronouns (even if they appear in the question).
Use the term “one” if at a loss.

8. Be careful with your spelling, not your instructors. Pay special attention to
keywords such as historical terms or names.

9. Avoid sophomoric efforts at humor. These usually fall flat. Instead, strive to
employ literary devices such as metaphor or irony if you must be cynical at all.

10. Proofread your essay if time permits. Budget your time so that you finish the
essay.

- Reference to other historical occurrences is helpful.
- Do not stray too far from the main idea of the question.



AP United States History

Essay packets

General Directions — For Take Home Essays (All other essays
will be completed in class

1.

2.

Essays are to be completed in ink or typed, except for timed
writes completed in class.

Essays are to be relatively short, concise and to the point.
Follow instructions for each particular question.

Essay assignments are given for the whole year, except for
timed writes and DBQs, which are generally unannounced.

. Essays must contain a cover sheet. Include title of your essay,

name, date, and class period. (WHS format)

Essays will be scored on a scale of 1-9 (see rubric). The
standards are high, but rewrites are available.

If you chose to rewrite, you will have one week to complete a
rewrite from the time you obtain the graded original. Your
recorded grade will be a combination of the two essays.
Conferences on essays will be held before or after school by
appointment only.

DO NOT MISS ANY ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS. One missing
essay may hurt your classroom score and there is no real
makeup.

Timed writes are graded in a similar manner to that of the AP
test, but with less focus on relationships, correlations, and
content until we build our knowledge.

10.Suggested length — All papers are expected to be organized in

a fashion that contains and introduction with thesis, body
information, and a conclusion that restates your thesis. Look
for you papers to be at least 1 1/2 to 2 pages in length.



AP UNITED STATES HISTORY
DBQ PROCEDURES

|. Methodology:

A. Examine the question in detail to establish what it is asking and begin to
form a thesis.

B. Read through all the documents very quickly - make notes in margins of
name, date, if any. Underline as you go.

C. Go back and read each document slowly, making marginal notes about
position, attitude, source of document, etc.

D. Look again at what the question is asking and finalize thesis.

E. Outline what the question is asking and list under them which documents

prove or disprove that point. Use only documents which illustrate the point.
F. Add to outline: all relevant OUTSIDE INFORMATION, which supports
your points.

(The above should take about 15-20 minutes. DO NOT SKIP THIS
DEVELOPMENTAL STAGE AS IT IS ESSENTIAL TO WRITING A GOOD
DBQ!!!)

G. Write your paper in essay form.

1. Do not paraphrase; EVALUATE the documents using independent
analysis.

2. Refer to document by author or letter (possibly both) using internal
citation.

3. Discuss directly what the documents show.

4. Each paragraph should come to its own conclusion.

5. You MUST use OUTSIDE information. Depth is impressive!

[l. Internal Criticism of Documents:

A. Examine probable INTENT of the document. Examples: a campaign
speech, a law, a justification of some prior event, an attempt to persuade
someone of something, a reflection, a dramatization of an event.

B. Examine the CIRCUMSTANCES of the document. Examples: where

said, when, to whom, then interpret how the document relates to the

question. Often interpretations will include the author trying to win popular
support and/or using emotional arguments.

C. Examine AUTHORSHIP of the document. Examples: occupation,

reputation, how well known, positions this author has taken on issues.

D. Examine CONTRACTORY documents. Examples: is the conclusion or
contradiction over values; has one or have several authors
misrepresented the facts? Does the contradiction represent
a basic issue of the times? Was one position more acceptable to



E

any particular group?

.Examine CHRONOLOGY of the documents if the question is over a time

period.

Examples: Begin by arranging the documents in a chronological order,
then

insert significant events to relate.

1. Common Weaknesses:
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H.
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D.
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G.

Mere paraphrasing of the documents: the laundry list.

Too much direct quotation from documents.

Organization is lacking.

No awareness of the meaning of the documents and using

a document incorrectly.

Relies solely on documents and includes no outside information.
Uses only outside information and makes no reference to documents.
“Garden of Eden” approach: too far back with background
information and pays no attention to time frame set by the
question.

Watch balance between outside and internal information.

ggestions for answering the DBQ:
Be sure that you know what the question is asking. This means that you

understand all the topic asked in the question and you are aware of the
time frame.

. Analyze each document critically. If you do not understand a picture,

graph, or cartoon, DO NOT USE IT. Incorrectly interpreted documents
are a negative factor on the essay.

Make a list of any relevant outside information NOT in the documents.
Determine what your thesis statement will be and start to outline your
essay. IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO HAVE A GOOD THESIS
IN YOUR OPENING PARAGRAPH IN ORDER TO EARN A DECENT
SCORE!!! Be sure to include the order of the documents you intend to
use along with at least two-pieces of outside data to support the
document and sub thesis of that paragraph. Avoid using the documents
in alphabetical order. This is a common and MAJOR error.

. Once satisfied with your outline, start writing your essay. STICK AS

CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE TO YOUR OUTLINE. Avoid going off on
tangents. Limit each paragraph to a unique idea that you want to explain.
Include in each paragraph at least one document and two pieces of
outside information that supports the paragraph’s thesis.

Be aware of structure requirements: Introductory, paragraph, three to
five main paragraphs and a good concluding paragraph.

Be sure your essay says exactly what you want it to say. Don’t wander
around the point, go directly to it. Avoid sophomoric attempts at humor; it



is not appreciated. Avoid “wise statements” and sarcasm; it only flops.
Use irony and metaphor if you are an able writer; otherwise, just be direct
and functional in writing.

.REMEMBER, THIS IS NOT MYSTERY HISTORY: PUT YOUR THESIS
STATEMENT IN THE FIRST PARAGRAPH!!! Save creative writing for
language arts.

. Document use: If 12 documents are given, try to use 8 to 9 of the

documents. If the question gives you 8 documents, use 6 documents.

This represents significant use of documents. It is not necessary

to use ALL of the documents, especially if you are unsure of some

of them.



How to Crack an AP United States History

Document based question (DBQ)*
I. Planning and Prewriting (15 minutes)

A. Read the question carefully to determine what it is asking.
Look for key command words. |s there more than one part
to the question? You must understand the question in order
to answer it.

B. Think first of the question as if it were a standard free
response essay. Try to recall anything you know about the topic.
Write brief notes on paper. Plan a possible answer.

C.Now scan the documents. Get an idea of what each is about.
Look at the author and the date. Underline or circle key
words, phrases, author and date. What is the context of each?
Are the documents selected trying to “trigger” other information?
If so, what? Look for “invisible elephants.”

D.RE-read the question. Double check to be absolutely certain you
you understand what it is asking. Hone in on the question.

E. Now go back and carefully re-read each document. How do the
documents inter-relate? Rip the heart out of each. Summarize
each in one line in your own words on a sheet of paper.

F.STOP. Close your eyes and take a deep breath. Outline
your answer. Plan. Think. Relax. Combine both the
documents and outside information on the scratch paper or
wherever space permits. Form you thesis. Organize the
data to prove the thesis. THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT
STEP. ONCE YOU HAVE DONE THIS, THE WRITING WILL
EASILY FOLLOW.

Il. Writing the Essay (40 minutes)
A. Use proper essay form (Introduction, Body, Conclusion).
B. Do NOT merely paraphrase the documents! This is the
cardinal sin. Evaluate the evidence and use it to prove your

thesis. Ask what it means. Rearrange by topics, subjects or
chronology. Avoid excessive (any?) quotations.



C.You must use outside information either to interpret the
documents or to place them in context or to supplement
information in the documents. Failure to include outside
information automatically places you essay in the lowest
categories. A “laundry list” stands out to the reader, but so
does a thoughtful essay.

D.Make your thesis specific. Show awareness of the complexity
and subtlety of the documents and the question. Be certain
your introduction contains your thesis and your essay
consistently follows it.

E. Do any of the documents contradict each other or widely
held beliefs about an event for person? If so, account for
the discrepancy in your essay.

F. If an opinion expressed in the documents is questionable,
then criticize it. Sources are real, but they are not
necessarily reliable or 100% accurate. Again, who is the
author? What do you know about the author? Why might
the author hold the view expressed in the document? When
was the document produced? WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

G.With the shorter DBQ’s, you should use all of the documents.
The exception to this rule is unless you cannot figure out what
one means. Leave it out if you cannot figure it out. Be positive
you understand each document. Be wary of statistics, graphs,
tables and charts. Carefully scrutinize pictorial evidence.

H.Refer to the documents by title, letter (Document A) or both
if this makes you feel more comfortable. Again, the most
important notion is to use the information to support your
thesis as you would use any factual evidence in a good historical
essay.

|. Use transitions at the end of each paragraph or at the
beginning of the next.

J. Write as neatly and as legibly as possible. Avoid excessive
scratch-outs. Appearances tend to make conscious or
subconscious impressions.

K. Write essays only in blue or black ball point pen.

L. Proofread if time permits.



Name
Kalahar - AP US History

Document-Based Question Worksheet
Directions: Please follow steps in order.

1. Read the directions on the test carefully

2. Read the question carefully and answer the following
a. What dates does the question include? From to
b. What geographical area are involved?

c. What terms in the question require definitions? Define
them...

3. DBQ’s require substantial information that is not contained in the documents
provided as part of the question. In the space below list any information
that comes to mind after reading the question.

4. Scan each document looking for the most important points. Note the
context of author, date, and any clear bias. Write down key words or phrases.

5. Reread the question carefully.
6. Read each document carefully and write a brief summary in the space
provided. Be sure to get the main point of the document as it relates to the

question.

Document A

Document B

Document C

Document D

Document E




Document F

Document G

Document H

Document |

7. Put your pencil down and think.

8. Using the information you have collected, write a thesis statement, which
answers the question in one or two sentences.

9. Organize your answer to prove your thesis. Normally this will include three to
four paragraphs. In this outline write a topic sentence and the outside
information and the documents, which will be cited in each body paragraph.
Paragraph1

Paragraph2

Paragraph3

Paragraph 4

Now you may begin to write the DBQ!



Is

are

can be
may be
seems
might
was
were
got

has been
had
been

You

Yours
Things
Stuff

Pretty much
End up
Something
Alright
Very

TABOO WORDS AND PHRASES
(A.k.a. “The Lame List™)

mine

like

In conclusion...
Kind of

As I said before...
sort of

Here are three reasons...

could of

I think

should of

In my opinion...
might of

plus (as a conjunction)
bunch (es)

little

Whole lot

a lot

good

big

bad

ugly

beautiful

nice

many

pretty
wonderful

OK



Essay Organization

1. First Paragraph: The Introduction
1. Topic sentence: Begin with a broad uncontroversial (factual)
Statement that introduces the topic of the essay.

2. Narrow your focus in the second, third, and fourth
Sentences. The purpose of these sentences is to complicate
Your topic be narrowing the topic the key ideas (literature,
Characters, themes) you will focus on in discussing your
Thesis.

3. End the introduction with your thesis statement. A thesis
Statement is one concise controversial (opinionated)
Statement that serves as the focus for your entire paper.

2. Second paragraph: Supportingzxample #1

1. Begins with a topic sentence
2. Example topic sentence and uses a quote for support
3. Ends with a concluding sentence that sums up the idea

3. Third Paragraph: Supporting example #2

1. Begins with a topic sentence
2. Explains topic sentence and uses a quote for support
3. Ends with a concluding sentence that sums up the idea

4. Fourth Paragraph: Supporting example #3
1. Begins with a topic sentence

2. Explains topics sentence and uses a quote for support
3. Ends with a concluding sentence that sums up the idea

5. Fifth Paragraph: The conclusion
* Use this paragraph to revisit (not restate) your thesis.
* Options for the paragraph
1. Why is your topic or thesis important? Why are the ideas
contained in the piece of literature significant?
2. Expand your ideas and make speculate observations
concerning your subject.
3. Put the theme in a familiar or modern context or relate an issue
to your own personal experience.
4. Leave your reader thinking.




The Introductory Paragraph

------ > Begins with
a broad, factual
Statement

------------------- > Gradually
narrows focus to
the thesis statement

---------------------------------- > Thesis
statement ends the introduction

1. Decide on your thesis statement first! You must know the direction
of your paper before you can begin writing it.

A thesis statement is one concise arguable statement , which
will be the focus of an entire paper.

Example: During World War I, Germany used propaganda to
brainwash the Germans, persuaded citizens to
believe what Germany was doing was just, and
convinced Germans that other nations were the
enemy.



An antithesis is the opposite opinion of the thesis. This is the
opposite point of view from your thesis.

Example: Germany used the media to help people understand
the causes of World War Il and shed a true light on
the War, the Allies, and people of outside ethnic
background.

Next, pull out a theme from your thesis statement related to the
research you are analyzing.

Example: Propaganda is a one-sided communication technique
designed to influence people’s thinking and action.

This will connect the beginning of your introduction to the end of it.

Pull one word or phrase from the first sentence of your introduction
and use it in the second sentence. This will connect your first two
sentences together. Additionally, you need to begin to narrow your
focus towards your thesis statement.

Example: Propaganda is often used in wars and times of
struggle to influence the thoughts of an entire nation
to one of support, patriotism, and belief in a common
enemy.

Continue to pull a word, phrase, or idea from each sentence to use
in the next one. Eventually you will connect each sentence until
you reach your thesis statement.

For a basic introductory paragraph, connect your sentences and
narrow the focus in the following pattern:

a) Use a theme extracted from your thesis (and present
in the research)

b) Narrow to definition

C) Narrow to the time period

d) Narrow to the specific historical event
e) Narrow to your thesis statement



Example:

Propaganda is a one-sided communication technique designed to
influence people’s thinking and actions. Propaganda is often used in wars and
times of struggle to influence the thoughts of an entire nation to one of support,
patriotism, and belief in a common enemy. Posters are often put up around cities
to establish ideas of patriotism and a just government. Also, television, radio,
and printed media are used to crawl into people’s heads and make them believe
what their country is doing is right and completely justified. Adolph Hitler used
propaganda to obtain his power and persuade people to feel that they could trust
him as a leader and he would do the right thing. During World War Il, the
German government used propaganda to brainwash the German people,
persuade the citizens to believe what the nation was doing was morally correct,
and to convince the Germans that the Allies were the enemy.



The Supporting Paragraphs

(Strong Pieces of Evidence)

--------- > Begins with a topic
sentence

--------- > Explains topic sentence
and uses a facts for support

--------- > Ends with a concluding
sentence which sums up the idea

Transition

--------- > Begins with a topic
sentence

--------- > Explains topic sentence
and uses a facts for support

--------- > Ends with a concluding
sentence which sums up the idea

Transition

--------- > Begins with a topic
sentence

--------- > Explains topic sentence
and uses a facts for support

--------- > Ends with a concluding
sentence which sums up the idea

1. Decide upon your most important pieces of evidence or ideas to
support your thesis. Organize your supporting evidence from
weakest to strongest.

Example: a) brainwashing the German people



b) Persuading them it was morally correct
c) Belief in a common enemy - Allies
2. Write out each paragraph.
3. Connect each supporting paragraph to the next using transitions.

4, Revise your paragraphs in preparation for the conclusion.

The German government had a tough job in the mid 1930’s which was
basically to persuade an entire nation of free thinking individuals that the
governments goals of world dominance and ethnic superiority was something to
strive toward. During this time period, Chancellor Adolf Hitler relied on the
brilliance and expertise of Professor Joseph Goebbels to lead the nation in a
propaganda war against unbelievers. What this meant was that through all
available resources and media, Goebbels would have to portray Hitler as the
savior and protector of Germany, the Third Reich as the way to achieve glory and
safety for all of fatherland, and the negative thoughts of outsiders as the root of
all evil. Goebbels was able to do or control anyone or anything he wanted during
this time period because those that disagreed with the government were
systematically removed from society. Through television, newspaper, and radio,
the German world was transformed into the world of the Third Reich were
everything promoted the glory of ethnic Germans and the fearless and eloquent
leader Adolf Hitler. In the end, Hitler and Goebbels were able to persuade their
people that the Jews were the roots of all evil, the Allies and capitalist were out to
destroy them, and that to be a German meant pride. Now all the government
had to do was justify these statements and prove to the country that they were
morally superior as well as ethnically.

Now that the nation was beginning to see, understand, and believe the
ideas of the Third Reich, Goebbels thought it was time to justify the actions of the
government based on this belief system and further the power of the German
totalitarianistic regime.



The Concluding Paragraph

------------------------------ > Restate thesis statement

> Summarize strongest
pieces of evidence
(main ideas of your
supporting
paragraphs)

> Explain the importance
of your “So What?”
thesis statement (Why
is it important in order
to understand the
historical
context?)

1. Restate your thesis for the reader. Do not simply copy your thesis
here. Reword your thesis.

Example: With the help of Dr. Goebbels, the Germans convinced the
nation of their imperialistic plans, justified their actions, and created the idea that
the Allies were the aggressor.

2. Restate your main points of evidence, the main ideas of the
supporting paragraphs. Again, do not simply copy them. Reword
them.



Example: a) The combined genius of both Hitler and Goebbels created an
explosion of propaganda and persuasive tactics that helped gain the publics
support of their agenda.

b) The Duo went one step further with their use of media to
convince the public that these actions were justified to help protect them against
the enemy.

c) The German government also blamed the evils of society
and the economy on other nations and ethnicities.

3. Explain the importance of your thesis. Basically answer the
question “So what?”

a) Why does your paper show some insight into the historical
context?

b) How does understanding your thesis assist the reader in
comprehending the historical significance of the topic?

Example:

With the help of Dr. Goebbels, the Germans convinced the nation of their
imperialistic plans, justified their actions, and created the idea that the Allies were
the aggressor. The combined genius of both Hitler and Goebbels created an
explosion of propaganda and persuasive tactics that helped gain the publics
support of their agenda. The Duo went one step further with their use of media to
convince the public that these actions were justified to help protect them against
the enemy. The German government also blamed the evils of society and the
economy on other nations and ethnicities. These ideas illustrate how the
resourcefulness of a government with a dehumanizing and morally wrong
agenda can and will do almost anything to follow through on their plans. Also,
sound justifications are not always the true indication of a national agenda, but
may, in fact, be the ramblings of not one, but two deranged minds.



TRANSITIONS
The following list contains some useful transitional expression and conjunctions

Notice the specific reasons for introduction certain words into your sentences. Keep this
List handy when you draft a piece of writing.

Addition in addition, besides, moreover, further, furthermore.

Comparison similarly, likewise, in like manner, by comparison, compared to.

Contrast but, however, yet, still, nevertheless, on the one hand

Emphasis in fact, indeed, in truth, certainly, definitely

Exception yes, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of

Place near, beyond, opposite to, adjacent to, at the same place

Purpose for this purpose, in order that, in this way, since, so that

Repetition in other words, that is to say, as I have said, again once again

Result accordingly, thus, consequently, hence, therefore
Sequence first, second, third, next, then,
Summary in brief, on the whole, in sum, to sum up, to conclude

Time at once, immediately, in the meantime, at the same time, in the end



Bibliography: Used to give credit to the sources where you gained

information for your research paper. List everything you looked at in this

section: books, encyclopedia, magazines, papers, journals, microfilm, etc.
Bibliography

Book - one author

Bauer, Edward. The Maya and Their Religion . New York: University of New
York Press, 1996.

Book - two authors

Cook, Robin L., and Lawrence M. Signor.  The Revolutionary War . San
Francisco: WH Freeman Inc., 1998.

Reference book - signed

Diller, Roger. OlncasO The New Encyclopedia Britannica , 1993.

Magazine Article

Fallman, Eugene. OThe Life and Times of Teddy Roosevelt.O0  History
Journal, 15 March 1995.

Internet Site
Oln the Life of Cortez,0 http://www.history cortes.edu, 12 March 1997.
Things To Remember...

- Alphabetic order

- Bibliographies always come after the endnotes
- Indent from the second line on



Peer Review for A.P. Papers

. With the paper you receive, please read it carefully and treat it with
respect. Keep in mind that you are reading this paper for historical
content, analysis, and development. As a side note, if you have time, you
are welcome to scan for punctuation, grammar, spelling, etc.
. With great care and on the back of their paper or a separate sheet begin
reviewing their paper with the introduction and thesis. Sometimes it is best
to read the entire paper once without making a mark. Then go back and
read it again with a pen in hand. Others read it for content once and
grammar and conventions next.
a. Does the paper introduce the time period to the reader and create a
setting in history relating facts and narrowing to the thesis?
b. Does the thesis address what is being asked in the question?
c. Does the thesis prepare a roadmap for the reader by listing or
describing the main topics of the body paragraphs?
d. Is the thesis carefully restated in the conclusion? Did it contain
much growth from the original thesis?
. In the body of the paper look for a minimum of three quality facts that give
details such as dates, places, and significant people while addressing the
question and more importantly the thesis. Be sure to differentiate between
generalized history and solid factual information. Underline these facts as
you go.
. Check to see that each body paragraph follows the roadmap described in
the thesis and that the main idea of the paragraph is to answer the
question, build upon the thesis through facts and analysis, and/or adding
depth to show the differences between two events.
. Using your essay rubric, give the paper a grade based on the AP 1 -9
grading scale. Please follow that score with a detailed explanation of why
they received that score and how they could possibly improve. | realize
these other students are your friends and you do not want to make them
feel bad by receiving a negative score, but remember you are helping
them become better writers and only | will be assigning the scores for the
grade book.



Cracking Difficult Multiple Choice Questions

There is no magic wand for being “good at multiple choice questions.”

Some students (those who are generally math/science oriented) will immediately
be successful, while others will toil endlessly over the multiple components. The
most frustrating aspect of this situation is that of the hard working student who
has “done everything”, yet cannot succeed with difficult discrimination in multiple-
choice questions. These students tend to be memorizers who have difficulty
thinking “outside the box.” They tend to fall for the attractive distracter answer far
too often. Here are some steps to aid in their success.

1.

Drills: Practicing multiple-choice questions in a timed setting and
discussing the answers immediately. Try to figure out which one was the
distracter.

Log: Students keep a log of all missed questions and discover the patterns
of their incorrect choices. This allows students to break bad habits of the
past and build confidence.

Test Corrections: Use on major tests and/or examinations. Students will
be able to “buy back” points for their grade on this exercise, as some will
have a lot to correct and some will only have a few. For each incorrect
answer, the student will

a. Correct the answer

b. Determine why a distracter was chosen

c. Write a short explanation of the correct answer and why it was not
chosen. Look for patterns: misleading, not reading question
thoroughly, confusing choices, etc.

d. If the student simply does not know the answer, rectify with study.

. Understand the construction of a multiple-choice question: The stem of

the question, the throw away answers (usually two), the distracters
(usually two, one being the attractive distracter), the right answer.
Understand the different types of multiple choice and attack skills: the
most correct, the least correct, the chronological questions, all of the
above, none of the above, reading comprehension, maps, graphs, charts,
etc.

Attack skills:

a. Carefully read the question and ALL of the choices before
answering. Read the stem and the choice as a complete sentence,
if it makes sense logically and grammatically, it is probably right. If
not, it is probably wrong. Ex. The most important reason for the
colonies rebelling was the intolerable acts placed on the people



without representation (correct). All of the above were part of
Jeffersonian Democracy: Federalists, Military Reduction, Economic
Reform, Call to arms for a French Revolution, and Anti-federalist.
(Incorrect)

DO NOT change your answer unless you are absolutely sure you
misread the question. Do not second-guess multiple-choice
answers.

Choose the answer that immediately hits you as the right one; it
probably is. Immediately move on to the next one.

Skip more difficult and confusing questions and come back later for
them. You have limited time, and cannot waste it unraveling an
unfamiliar question. Leave it and return when you have completed
the others.

Feel confident and powerful. Attack multiple-choice questions and
do not look back. NEVER second-guess yourself. Trust yourself —
your brain is smarter than YOU think.

For the AP exam use 1/2 to 3/4 of a minute to answer each
question. This pace should allow you to get through eighty
questions in fifty-five minutes.

6. The only way to truly become proficient with multiple-choice questions is
to do a LOT of them. | suggest obtaining a practice AP book and practice
doing the multiple-choice questions. Find your weaknesses and correct
them. For some students this can be a long process, but it will help them
and there is not real alternative.

During the Second World War, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin constantly urged that
U.S. and British forces should

a.

b.

C.

open a “Second Front” by landing troops in the Balkans and
advancing toward Vienna. (throw away)

open a “Second Front” by driving the Germans out of North Africa
and subsequently moving into Italy. (distracter)

transfer large numbers of troops to join the Soviets in facing the
Germans from the east. (distracter)

join the Soviet Union in its war against Japan. (Throw away)
open a “Second Front” by landing troops in France and driving
toward Germany from the west. (correct)



